
Tuesday
September 24, 2013 (9.24.13)

Agenda

Time Estimate Activity

15

20-25

Remaining

Discuss:

• New Ladder

• Point System 

• Current Grades

• Senior Parent Contact Team

Notes: Copywriting Basics

Teams: Copywriting Practice

Materials

Composition Book

+ Pen or Pencil

Announcements

 Interested in learning Photoshop techniques? Hampton 

will set an after school session next week for those 

interested. 



1. New Ladder

– Complete, but missing:

• Stephanie Cruz

• Rosa Martinez

• Keondra Lynum

• Tiffany O’Neill

• Laura Lopez

• Kelsi Fender

• Andrea Froom

2. Point System

– Points for collecting money, completing tasks

– 2-3 weeks left before Snack While You Work

Discussion



1. Current Grades

– Ad Selling (total)

– Ad Selling (4 contacts/week)

– Interview Challenge

– Photoshoot Challenge

– DPS Challenge (due next week)

2. Senior Parent Contact Team

– List to contact parents of Seniors

– Session in mid-October  purchase and design ad on same day

– If you attend, get credit for senior ad

Discussion



Transition

Notes



 Headlines

 Primary: Line of type meant to introduce a topic; is visual point of interest

 Secondary: Smaller headline, gives more detailed information

 Lead

 First few sentences of copy; gets reader’s attention

 Captions

 Identifies who, what, where, why, and how of a picture

 Interviews

 Conversation between yearbook reporter and source; goal is to get 

information that can be used in a copy

 Quotations

 Direct statement from source; must use quotation marks

Basics of Copywriting
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Basics of Copywriting



Types:

 Descriptive: uses sensory details to describe scene (sight, 

smell, etc.)

 Quotation: uses quote from source to start

 Shocking: uses an unusual or shocking fact

 Suspenseful: holds back main point of story a few sentences

Writing a Lead
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 Descriptive: 

 “As the buzzer sounded at the end of the second period, sophomore Pete Smith 

hobbled towards the bench, one hand on his aching hip.” 

 Quotation: uses quote from source to start

 “I never thought we would make it to the championship game,” senior Ray Lewis 

said. “Just to be here is a great honor.” 

 Shocking: uses an unusual or shocking fact

 Did you know that the average person swallows five spiders a year in their 

sleep? 

 Suspenseful: holds back main point of story a few sentences

 When the bell rang to signal the start of 3rd period, freshmen Jane Peterson 

realized something was wrong. 

Writing a Lead



 2-4 sentences.

 First 2-5 words will grab readers attention

 Must answer 5W’s and 1H

 Do not state the obvious

 Identify only main participants in photograph 

Captions
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Captions

While working on the 

set of Hellboy, make up 

artist Johnny Tate 

applies a thin layer of 

gloss to actor Ron 

Pearlman’s lips. “I 

wanted to make sure 

he looked good for our 

last shot of the day,” 

Tate said. 



 Draft questions ahead of time

 But, stay flexible

 Introduce yourself

 Try to have a conversations

 Take GREAT notes

 Double-check names, facts, and dates

Interviews
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Interviews



1. Writing a Lead

2. Making a Caption

3. Conducting an Interview

Teams: Copywriting Practice
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 Choose 1 story:

1. Three Little Pigs

2. Cinderella

3. Another childhood movie from your past

 Make three different leads (1-2 sentences) into this story:

 Descriptive: uses sensory details to describe scene (sight, smell, 

etc.)

 Quotation: uses quote from source to start

 Shocking: uses an unusual or shocking fact

 Suspenseful: holds back main point of story a few sentences

Writing a Lead
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 Write a caption for each of the three images:

 Creativity counts; make up, but…

 Must:

1. Be 2-4 sentences.

2. Answer 5W’s and 1H

3. Not state the obvious

4. Identify only main participants in photograph

Writing a Caption
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Writing a Caption
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Writing a Caption
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 Practice interviewing members of your team

 1 on 1 or 2 on 1

 Likes, dislikes, hobbies, thoughts, hopes, fears

 Remember to:
 Draft questions ahead of time

 But, stay flexible

 Introduce yourself

 Try to have a conversations

 Take GREAT notes

 Double-check names, facts, and dates

Interview
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