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11.23.2009 (5 min)

 WOD:

rash: risky

 Warm Up:

1. Write a sentence for the Word of the Day that 
shows the meaning of rash. 

2. Your Crucible essays will be handed out today. 
Reflect how you think you did on your essay. What 
questions did you have (and still have) about writing an 
essay in this class? Be specific! 
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“Big Questions”

Monday/Tuesday

 What were the common errors I made on my Crucible essay and 
how can I improve them for the next paper?

 What does the format for MLA style look like?
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Current Standings
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Period Number of 
Strikes

% HW 
Complete

Missing 
Materials

1 1 57% 0

2 0 78% 0

3 0 62% 0

4 0 61% 0

5 0 67% 0

6 0 62% 0



The Crucible Essays

 Pass out Crucible essays

 Notes: Common errors on essays

 Notes: MLA-style guidelines
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Common Error #1

 Don‟t use colloquial (slang) language

 Abigail „screwed herself over‟  „made a mistake‟

 He made a „big‟ mistake  „important‟ or „substantial‟T
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Common Error #2

 Check spelling (name‟s too!) YOURSELF

 Procter vs. Proctor

 Lair vs. liar

 Mush vs. much 
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Common Error #3

 Italicize titles of works OR underline; and CAPITALIZE!

 the crucible  The Crucible 
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Common Error #4

 Use the COMMA

 “For example[,] when Proctor…”

 “Adding insult to injury[,] Abigail accused others of 
witchcraft”

T
A
K
E

N
O
T
E
S



Common Error #5

 No apostrophes! 

 Can‟t  Cannot

 Don‟t  Do NotT
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Common Error A-1-OPTIMUS PRIME

 Use TEXTUAL SUPPORT  to support your opinions
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Common Error # “Whore”

 Overuse of Abigail as a “whore” WE KNOW! 
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MLA-Style Guidelines

 MLA-style is used for papers in most English classes in high 
school (Honors, AICE, AP, IB) and college classes. 

N
O

N
O
T
E
S



MLA-Style Guidelines

 Cover Page

 Title

 Submitted to

 Course

 Date

 Author (You)
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MLA-Style Guidelines
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MLA-Style Guidelines

 Last Name and Page Numbers (except for cover) on upper 
right corner. 
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MLA-Style Guidelines
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MLA-Style Guidelines

 Introduction  Thesis established
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MLA-Style Guidelines
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MLA-Style Guidelines

 Introduction  Thesis established

 Support  Thesis supported by your opinions and textual 
examples that further support those opinions. 
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MLA-Style Guidelines
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MLA-Style Guidelines

 Introduction  Thesis established

 Support  Thesis supported by your opinions and textual 
examples that further support those opinions. 

 Conclusion  Restate major points by REPHRASING not 
repeating
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MLA-Style Guidelines
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MLA-Style Guidelines

 Introduction  Thesis established

 Support  Thesis supported by your opinions and textual 
examples that further support those opinions. 

 Conclusion  Restate major points by REPHRASING not 
repeating

 Works Cited  List the resources you used
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MLA-Style Guidelines
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How to Use Text Citations

1. Give opinion

2. Find passage that supports your opinion

3. End with reference of citation‟s origin (author‟s last name, 
page number)
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How to Use Text Citations

 For example, Proctor does not think highly of Abigail‟s 
character:  “You are bringing down heaven and raising up a 
whore” (Miller 73). 
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Need More Information on MLA?

 Online Writing Lab:

 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
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